Oracle  DBA  Requisition  Questions

1. Tell me about your data modeling skills?  (Look for tools used, familiarity with terms, normalization, enterprise data model, model management).

2. Talk about some of the issues in designing a database for performance (denormalized) as opposed to fully normalized.  (redundant data, less joins, less tables, bigger tables, less rows per page, bigger indexes)

3. How would you rate your UNIX skills? (beginner, intermediate, expert)  What typical UNIX skills do you perform?  (shell scripts, cron jobs, SA work)

4. What does DML stand for?  Give examples.  (Data manipulation language; select, insert, update, delete, merge)
5. What does DDL stand for? Give examples.  (Data Definition Language)
6. What is a transaction? (Atomic unit of work)
7. What is a Cartesian product?  (What is returned from two tables in a join query without a join clause – unrestricted join; a 3 table Cartesian product will have X * Y * Z number of rows in result set).
8. What is a deadlock?  (User A has 1 and wants 2. User B has 2 and wants 1)  How does the database resolve the deadlock?  (Rolls back youngest transaction)  What stored proc can you see locks in?  (sp_lock)
9. What are the minimum tablespaces required for an ORACLE database? (system, temp (LMT only)) What should you have?  (undo, data, index)
10. What is a tablespace comprised of? (datafiles, segments, extents, blocks)
11. What is the difference between an Oracle database and an Oracle instance?  (The database is the set of datafiles, control files and redo log files that comprise the database storage, and an instance is set of background processes and memory (SGA) that access that storage.)
12. Explain row level locking and your familiarity with locking issues? What view can you see locks in?  (v$view)
13. What does the optimizer do? (chooses execution plan)
14. Where do you find most of the tuning gains in Oracle?  (Indexes, SQL Statements, certain memory parameters, cache, named cache, etc.)
15. Have you done a database recovery? If so, explain your experience performing a recovery.
