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Europe, as a whole, has a stake in improving the usage of F/OSS in all branches of IT and public life, in general. Although there is a committed open source community in IT-strong countries of Europe, there is lot more to be done. F/OSS communities throughout Europe can achieve better results through co-ordination of their research activities/programmes that reflect the current state-of-the-art.   

The main objective of the TOSSAD project is to start integrating and exploiting  already formed methodologies, strategies, skills and technologies in F/OSS domain in order to help governmental bodies, educational institutions and SMEs to share research results, establish synergies, build partnerships and innovate in an enlarged Europe.

More precisely, the TOSSAD project aims at improving the outcomes of the F/OSS communities throughout Europe through supporting the coordination and networking of these communities by means of state-of-the-art studies, national program initiations, usability cases, curriculum development and the development of collaborative information e-bays and web-based groupware. By conducting these actions on an international European level, with inclusion of the ACC and NMS countries, the TOSSAD project will create sufficient momentum for a general acceptance and coordinated boost of F/OSS development.

Our project proposal is in line with the EU policies that encourage wider usage of F/OSS in Europe on  every platform. It also supports the objectives of the IST Work Programme 2003-2004, in particular, as stated clearly in Part 2.2.2: "The development of open standards and open source software will be encouraged when appropriate to ensure interoperability of solutions and to further innovation."

1. Objectives of the project and state of the art

The main objective of the TOSSAD project is to start integrating and exploiting  already formed methodologies, strategies, skills and technologies in F/OSS domain in order to help governmental bodies, educational institutions and SMEs to share research results, establish synergies, build partnerships and possibly innovate in an enlarged Europe.

F/OSS faces more barriers in some regions of Europe that include mostly ACC and NMS because of various social, political, economical, and technical factors. On the other hand, F/OSS appears to be a big opportunity for such countries, by enabling rapid and affordable deployment of information technology, skills development, cheaper solutions for education and public administrations, thus impacts the development of national and regional economies. 

There have been various European programmes and initiatives with the objectives of raising public  awareness in this field and through demonstrations of positive uses of F/OSS. For example, in FP5 and FP6 there have been many projects related to, or based on F/OSS.
 

However, these efforts have not had any major positive influences on F/OSS usage in countries like Turkey. Also the F/OSS communities of MS have had almost no effective communication with the communities in ACC+NMS, in general, resulting in a lack of co-operation. Moreover, there are many unnecessary technological and methodological repetitions in software industry that causes unproductivity. F/OSS, by its nature, fosters software development and dissemination, and expands the software industry and technology with the help of virtual projects and interest groups which will benefit from software reuse.    

There is a need to fill in these gaps through cooperation and networking. 

We consider IST Call 3 as a good opportunity for facing these challenges.  Our target group will be those countries with potentials to develop on F/OSS, to be called as “F/OSS target countries”. 

The detailed objectives of the project are given below: 

1. To give a clear picture of the current status of F/OSS related to technical and social barriers, opportunities and threats. The verifiable result will be a report that will demonstrate current status of F/OSS in Europe and explain the main reasons for barriers against its wider deployment.

2. To build the basis to start up national programmes for improved usage of F/OSS in "F/OSS target countries".  This objective's outcome will be measured by the quality and the quantity of the intentions and initiatives of governmental bodies through adoption of F/OSS with concrete and applied national plans.

3. To integrate current applied research activities in Europe in the field of usability and accessibility. A success factor for this goal will be how much the outcomes generated from usability tests and surveys will support today’s technological needs. These outcomes are also expected to be included in the future work of F/OSS development. 

4. To develop and revise F/OSS training standards and help form the infrastructure and standardization of training documents. The verification of the outcome of this objective is realization of the F/OSS trainings in a standard form in intermediary education, general public schools and universities; however the "quantity of the establishments adopting and help supporting the F/OSS curriculum" which defines the success of this objective is to be set up by the corresponding Workpackage (WP 4).

5. To disseminate the results of all CA activities. This objective should be executed and its contents are verified by tracking and validating the “to-do task list”, i.e. producing the dissemination plan, running the project’s web site, forming the brochures and other instruments (i.e. newsletter) and showing up in various media for increased awareness.
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	Austia
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	Intesi Group Belgium
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	Belgium
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	University of Stuttgart
	IAT
	Germany
	
	


*CO = Coordinator 

  CR = Contractor
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� F/OSS projects, http://europa.eu.int/information_society/activities/opensource/european_activities/text_en.htm 
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