Integrated Pest Management – Mice and Hantavirus

All critters need food, water and harborage.  So to decrease mouse presence in living and working spaces:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Eliminate gaps and holes.  Mice can squeeze into a ¼ inch space.  Use steel wool or copper mesh to prevent entry.
· Keep all dry food stored in plastic tubs or glass jars. Mice can easily gnaw through plastic bags and cardboard boxes.
· Keep trash in tightly lidded containers and remove often.  Take your compost out daily and keep the bin clean.
· Eliminate standing water. 
· Use mouse traps for monitoring rather than pest elimination. Check twice a day!
· Keep it clean!

Hantavirus tips
· Hantavirus is destroyed with 30 minutes of sunlight or disinfectant.   Use a fresh bleach solution or commercial disinfectant.  
· Always ventilate the area prior to entry, especially stuffy spaces.   
· Hantavirus is carried on dust.  Don’t sweep until you have ventilated and disinfected the space thoroughly.  
· Always use gloves when you are handling a dead rodent. And disinfect for 30 minutes prior to handling!
· Everywhere you see mouse poop, there’s going to be a lot of invisible urine.  
· If an area is heavily soiled with mouse presence and nesting, do not enter unless you have been thoroughly trained and are wearing a fitted respirator and appropriate PPE.  Make your supervisor aware of the situation.
· Only deer mice carry hantavirus.
· Don’t use poisons!  They will go up the food chain and be ingested by predators.  A healthy predator population decreases the incidence of hantavirus in deer mice.  

Hantavirus SOP:  Go to NOCA Sharepoint, Safety Page, look under “Operation and OSHA Mandated Plans”, scroll down to “Hantavirus Risk Reduction – SOP”.
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