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Starting date of Mahabharata war: 23rd October 3136 BCE
SECTION III  VOL 6  Bheeshma parva Ganguly edition
[bookmark: fr_11]"Vyasa said,--'Asses are taking births in kine. Some are having sexual pleasure with mothers. The trees in the forests are exhibiting unseasonable flowers and fruits. Women quick with child, and even those that are not so, are giving birth to monsters. Carnivorous beasts, mingling with (carnivorous) birds, are feeding together. Ill-omened beasts, some having three horns, some with four eyes, some with five legs, some with two sexual organs, some with two heads, some with two tails, some having fierce teeth, are being born, and with mouths wide open are uttering unholy cries. Horses with three legs, furnished with crests, having four teeth, and endued with horns, are also being born. O king! in thy city is also seen that the wives of many utterers of Brahma are bringing forth Garudas and peacocks. The mare is bringing forth the cow-calf and the bitch is bringing forth, O king, jackals and cocks, and antelopes and parrots are all uttering inauspicious cries. 1 Certain women are bringing forth four or five daughters (at a time), and these as soon as they are born, dance and sing and laugh. The members of the lowest orders are laughing and dancing and singing, and thus indicating direful consequences. Infants, as if urged by death, are drawing armed images, and are running against one another, armed with clubs, and desirous of battle are also breaking down the towns (they erect in sport). Lotuses of different kinds and lilies are growing on trees. Strong winds are blowing fiercely and the dust ceaseth not.
[bookmark: fr_12][bookmark: fr_13]        The earth is frequently trembling, and Rahu approacheth towards the sun. The white planet (Ketu) stayeth, having passed beyond the constellation Chitra. All this particularly bodeth the destruction of the Kurus. A fierce comet riseth, afflicting the constellation Pusya. This great planet will cause frightful mischief to both the armies. Mars wheeleth towards Magha and Vrihaspati (Jupiter) towards Sravana. The Sun's offspring (Sani) approaching towards the constellation Bhaga, afflicteth it. The planet Sukra, ascending towards Purva Bhadra, shineth brilliantly, and wheeling towards the Uttara Bhadra, looketh towards it, having effected a junction (with a smaller planet). The white planet (Ketu), blazing up like fire mixed with smoke, stayeth, having attacked the bright constellation Jeshtha that is sacred to Indra. The constellation Dhruva, blazing fiercely, wheeleth towards the right. Both the Moon and the Sun are afflicting Rohini. The fierce planet (Rahu) hath taken up its position between the constellations Chitra and Swati. 2 The red-bodied (Mars) possessed of the effulgence of fire, wheeling circuitously, stayeth in a line with the constellation Sravana over-ridden by Vrihaspati. The earth that produceth particular crops at particular seasons is now covered with the crops of every season. 
[bookmark: fr_14]           Every barley-stalk is graced with five ears, and every paddy-stalk with a hundred. They that are the best of creatures in the worlds and upon whom depends the universe, viz., kine, when milked after the calves have their suck, yield only blood. Radiant rays of light emanate from bows, and swords blaze forth brilliantly. It is evident that the weapons behold (before them) the battle, as if it were already arrived. The hue of weapons and the water, as also of coats of mail and standards, is like that of fire. A great slaughter will take place. In this battle,  O Bharata, of the Kurus with the Pandavas, the earth, O monarch, will be a river of blood with the standards (of warriors) as its rafts. Animals and birds on all sides, with mouths blazing like fire, uttering fierce cries, and displaying these evil omens, are foreboding terrible consequences. A (fierce) bird with but one wing, one eye, and one leg, hovering over the sky in the night, screameth frightfully in wrath, as if for making the hearers vomit blood? It seemeth, O great king, that all weapons are now blazing with radiance. 
[bookmark: fr_15][bookmark: fr_16][bookmark: fr_17][bookmark: fr_18][bookmark: fr_19][bookmark: fr_20][bookmark: fr_21][bookmark: fr_22][bookmark: fr_23]        The effulgence of the constellation known by the name of the seven high-souled Rishis, hath been dimmed. Those two blazing planets, viz., Vrihaspati and Sani, having approached the constellation called Visakha, have become stationary there for a whole year. Three lunations twice meeting together in course of the same lunar fortnight, the duration of the latter is shortened by two days.  On the thirteenth day therefore, from the first lunation, according as it is the day of the full moon or the new moon, the moon and the sun are afflicted by Rahu. Such strange eclipses, both lunar and solar, forebode a great slaughter.  All the quarters of the earth, being overwhelmed by showers of dust, look inauspicious. Fierce clouds, portentous of danger, drop bloody showers during the night. Rahu of fierce deeds is also, O monarch, afflicting the constellation Kirtika. Rough winds, portending fierce danger, are constantly blowing. All these beget a war characterised by many sad incidents.  The constellations are divided into three classes. Upon one or another of each class, a planet of evil omen has shed its influence, foreboding terrible dangers.  A lunar fortnight had hitherto consisted of fourteen days, or fifteen days (as usual), or sixteen days. This, however, I never knew that the day of new-moon would be on the thirteenth day from the first lunation, or the day of full-moon on the thirteenth day from the same. And yet in course of the same month both the Moon and the Sun have undergone eclipses on the thirteenth days from the day of the first lunation.  The Sun and the Moon therefore, by undergoing eclipses on unusual days,  will cause a great slaughter of the creatures of the earth. Indeed, Rakshasas, though drinking blood by mouthful, will yet not be satiated. The great rivers are flowing in opposite directions. The waters of rivers have become bloody. The wells, foaming up, are bellowing like bulls.  Meteors, effulgent like Indra's thunder-bolt, fall with loud hisses.  When this night passeth away, evil consequences will overtake you. People, for meeting together, coming out of their houses with lighted brands, have still to encounter a thick gloom all round.  
[bookmark: fr_24]       Great Rishis have said that in view of such circumstances the earth drinks the blood of thousands of kings. From the mountains of Kailasa and Mandara and Himavat thousands of explosions are heard and thousands of summits are tumbling down. In consequence of the Earth's trembling, each of the four oceans having swelled greatly, seems ready to transgress its continents for afflicting the Earth.  Fierce winds charged with pointed pebbles are blowing, crushing mighty trees. In villages and towns trees, ordinary and sacred, are falling down, crushed by mighty winds and struck by lightning. The (sacrificial) fire, when Brahmanas pour libations on it, becomes blue, or red, or yellow. Its flames bend towards the left, yielding a bad scent, accompanied by loud reports. Touch, smell, and taste have, O monarch, become what they were not. The standards (of warriors), repeatedly trembling are emitting smoke. Drums and cymbals are throwing off showers of coal-dust. And from the tops of tall trees all around, crows, wheeling in circles from the left, are uttering fierce cries. All of them again are uttering frightful cries of pakka, pakka and are perching upon the tops of standards for the destruction of the kings. Vicious elephants, trembling all over, are running hither and thither, urinating and ejecting excreta. The horses are all melancholy, while the elephants are resorting to the water. Hearing all this, let that be done which is suitable, so that, O Bharata, the world may not be depopulated.'"
Vaisampayana continued,--"Hearing these words of his father, Dhritarashtra said,--'I think all this hath been ordained of old. A great slaughter of human beings will take place. If the kings die in battle observing the duties of the Kshatriya order, they will then, attaining to the regions reserved for heroes, obtain only happiness. These tigers among men, casting away their lives in great battle, will win fame in this and great bliss for ever in the next world.'
[bookmark: fr_25]Vaisampayana continued,--"O best of kings, thus addressed by his son Dhritarashtra, that prince of poets, the Muni (Vyasa) concentrated his mind in supreme Yoga. Having contemplated for only a short space of time, Vyasa once more said,--'Without doubt, O king of kings, it is Time that destroyeth the universe. It is Time also that createth the worlds. There is nothing here that is eternal. Show the path of righteousness to the Kurus, to thy kinsmen, relatives, and friends. Thou art competent to restrain them. The slaughter of kinsmen hath been said to be sinful. Do not do that which is disagreeable to me. O king, Death himself hath been born in the shape of thy son. Slaughter is never applauded in the Vedas. It can never be beneficial. The usages of one's race are as one's own body. Those usages slay him that destroyeth them. For the destruction of this race and of those kings of the earth it is Time that maketh thee deviate into the wrong path like one in distress, although thou art competent (to walk along the path of righteousness). O king, in the shape of thy kingdom hath calamity come to thee. Thy virtue is sustaining a very great diminution. 1 Show what righteousness is unto thy sons. O thou that art invincible, of what value is that kingdom to thee which bringeth sin to thee? Take care of thy good name, thy virtue, and thy fame. Thou wilt then win heaven. Let the Pandavas have their kingdom, and let the Kauravas have peace."
[bookmark: fr_26]"While that best of Brahmanas was saying these words in a sorrowful tone, Dhritarashtra, the son of Ambika, accomplished in speech, once more addressed him, saying.---'My knowledge of life and death is similar to thine. The truth is known to me as regards these. Man, however, in what concerns his own interests, is deprived of judgment. O sire, know me to be one who is an ordinary person. Of immeasurable power thou art. I pray thee to extend thine towards us. Of soul under complete control, thou art our refuge and instructor. My sons are not obedient to me, O great Rishi. My understanding too is not inclined to commit sin.  Thou art the cause of the fame, the achievements, and the inclination for virtue, of the Bharatas. Thou art the reverend grandsire of both the Kurus and the Pandavas.'
"Vyasa said,--'O royal son of Vichitravirya, tell me freely what is in thy mind. I will remove thy doubts."
"Dhritarashtra said,--'O holy one, I desire to hear from thee of all those indications that happen unto those that become victorious in battle."
[bookmark: fr_27][bookmark: fr_28]"Vyasa said,--'The (sacred) fire assumes a cheerful radiance. Its light ascends upwards. Its flame bends towards the right. It blazes up without being smoky. The libations poured on it yield a fragrant scent. It is said that these are the indications of future success. The conches and cymbals yield sounds that are deep and loud. The Sun as well as the Moon gives pure rays. It is said that these are the indications of future success. Crows, whether stationary or on their wings, utter cries that are agreeable. They again that are behind, urge the warriors to advance; while they that are ahead, forbid all advance.  Where vultures, swans, parrots, cranes, and wood-peckers utter delightful cries, and wheel towards the right, the Brahmanas say that their victory in battle is certain. They whose divisions, in consequence of ornaments, coats of mail, and standards, or the melodious neigh of their steeds, become resplendent and incapable of being gazed at, always conquer their foes. They who utter cheerful shouts, those warriors, O Bharata, whose energies are not damped and whose garlands do not fade, always cross the ocean of battle. They who utter cheerful shouts having penetrated into the divisions of the foe, who utter even kind words, 3 to the enemy, and who, before striking, forewarn the foe, win victory. The objects of hearing, vision, taste, touch, and smell, without undergoing any change for the worse, become auspicious. This also is another indication of a victorious army, viz., there is joy among the combatants at all time. This also is another indication of success, viz. the winds that blow, the clouds, and the birds, all become favourable; while the clouds (so favourable) and the rain-bows drop beneficial showers. These, O king, are the indications of armies to be crowned with victory, while O monarch, all these become otherwise in the case of those that are about to be destroyed. Whether the army be small or large, cheerfulness, as an attribute of the combatants, is said to be a certain indication of victory. One soldier, struck with panic, can cause even a large army to take fright and fly. And when an army, struck with panic, takes to flight, it causes even heroic warriors to take fright. If a large army is once broken and put to rout, it cannot like a herd of deer disordered in fright or a mighty current of water be easily checked. If a large army is once routed, it is incapable of being rallied; on the other hand, beholding it broken, even those well-skilled in battle, O Bharata, become heartless. Beholding soldiers struck with fear and flying, the panic spreads in other directions, and soon, O king, the whole army is broken and flies in all directions. And when an army is routed, even brave leaders, O king, at the head of large divisions consisting of the four kinds of forces, are incapable of rallying them. An intelligent man, always exerting himself with activity, should strive (to win success) by the aid of means. It is said that that success which is won by negotiation and other means is the very best. That which is achieved by producing disunion (among the foe) is indifferent. While that success, O king, which is won by battle, is the worst. In battle are many evils, the initial one, as it is said, being slaughter. Even fifty brave men who know one another, who are underpressed, who are free from family ties, and who are firmly resolved, can crush a large army. Even five, six, seven men, who are unretreating, win victory. Vinata's son Garuda, O Bharata, beholding even a large concourse of birds, asketh not the aid of many followers (to vanquish them). The strength in number, therefore of an army is not always the cause of victory. Victory is uncertain. It depends on chance. Even they that become victorious have to sustain loss.'"
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
The day the war started can be deduced from the Gitopadesa date (Margashira Shukla Ekadasi – 22nd October, 3136 BCE). That date must fulfill the astronomy features of the text. The war started on the first day of the solar month of Pushya (Makara) in lunar Pushya Shukla Dwadasi. The day corresponds to 23rd October, 3136 BCE. It was a Thursday with the moon at the last degree of Rohini at sunrise. It was followed by Mrigashirsha continuing on the night of the 1st day of the war. Counting from Mrigashirsha, Shravana started on the night of the 18th day of the war and ended on the 19th day when the Gada Yuddha was fought. Balarama returned from his pilgrimage on that day. {Smt J S} 
 Corroboration of astronomy features for first day of war
 Vyasa’s conversation with Dhritarashtra contains 78 nimittas in two chapters of Bhishma Parva on the nature of hints on the astronomy features of the day of the war or just before the war. [Mbh: Ch 6: sections 2 & 3] Vyasa began saying the terrestrial, atmospheric and celestial sightings as follows: [Mbh: 6-2-16]
iha yuddhe maharaja bhavi?yati mahan k?aya?
yathemani nimittani bhayayadyopalak?aye
Translation by Ganguli: “Great will the slaughter be, O monarch, in this battle. I see here also (numerous) omens indicative of terror.”
 There is no hint on the exact day (tithi or star) of the conversation between the two, but it must have taken place after Krishna Caturdasi of the lunar Margashira and before Pushya Shukla Dasami (the day before Gitopadesa). It is possible that it took place closer to the day of Gitopadesa, based on the narration by Sanjaya, enabled with Divine Vision.
 Addressing the basic question why Vyasa narrated too many nimittas portending destruction, it is but natural to expect the king to seek astrological opinion in the event of a war. Only this conversation is heavily loaded with nimittas that include astronomy observations. The other contexts giving such observations, such as Karna-Krishna conversation and Drona’s narration on the 10th day of the war are also the result of some fear about a calamity. This is in tune with Prasna astrology (horary) for war (Yuddha Prasna) and to decipher the sudden, unusual abnormal events (nimittas).
Vyasa revealed every adverse feature, classified as nimittas of three types (terrestrial, atmospheric and celestial) in addition to the then prevailing planetary combinations. The entire narration can be understood from the perspectives given in Brihad Samhita.
 Of the 78 nimittas, 47 were terrestrial observations of which 6 were related to extra-terrestrial collision. Atmospheric features were 12 in number (see Part 13). The remaining 19 pertain to planetary or sightings of stars (10 were directly about the comet-hit, described earlier). Of the remaining 9, 3 were not astronomy positions but scientifically explainable events (Part 14). The remaining 6 are explained here along with an additional feature found in the Gita Press edition.
 The sequence of the nimittas in Vyasa’s narration
 In the narration of Vyasa, the nimittas that appeared after the comet-hit are stated first. [Mbh: 6-2] The narration starts from the appearance of the Sun at twilight, the abnormal colour of Parigha (halo) around it, the shapes of the clouds (Kabandha, headless trunk appearance) covering the sun and the abnormal animal behavior. In that context he expresses “aho ratram maya dhrishtam” verse (see  Part 12) on how the tithis were getting reduced (kshaya) with the moon appearing without any features and of the colour of fire culminating in the Full Moon in Krittika (in the month of Margashira, implied). Only in that context he expressed Arundhati keeping her husband at her Prish?ha, Saturn afflicting Rohini (referring to the Moon, the planetary lord of Rohini) and the change in the marks on the moon. With this, the 2nd chapter in Bhishma Parva ends covering celestial and atmospheric nimittas.
 The description continues in the 3rd chapter starting with the terrestrial nimittas and ending with the fall of the comet on a Pushya day, implying that all these were associated with the comet-hit.
dhumaketur mahaghora? pu?yam akramya ti??hati (6-3-12b)
 After this he started narrating the planetary combinations that do not bode well for the king and the people. In between he does talk about the odd events during and following the comet-hit. Let me pick out only the planetary observations to cross check with the date of the first day of the war derived from the astrology simulator.
 To judge any event, the locations of three auspicious planets, namely, Venus, Jupiter and Mercury are scrutinized. For a war, Mars’ location is important to note. To fathom the intensity of havoc caused to the public at large, the position of Saturn is noticed. Vyasa dealt with all these. They are explained here in the sequence given by Vyasa.
 1] “Mars wheeleth towards Magha and Vrihaspati (Jupiter) towards Sravana” is the translation by Ganguli for the following verse of Vyasa.
maghasv a?garako vakra? srava?e ca b?haspati? (6-3-13b)
 On the day of the war, Mars was at the 6th degree in Capricorn and Jupiter in the 2nd degree of Taurus. Jupiter was retrograde, while Mars was not. Therefore ‘Angarako Vakra’ is understood with the other meaning, the ‘bent’ aspect of Mars – on the 8th sign from where it is positioned. From the 6th degree in Capricorn, its 8th aspect falls on Magha in Leo. In the case of Jupiter, its 9th aspect starts from the 2nd degree of Capricorn to the 2nd degree of Aquarius within which Shravana is located. The specific reference to Shravana is because it is lorded by the Moon, which also happens to be the lord of the Prajapati star, Rohini. So this verse is entirely astrological feature that cannot be visualized in astronomy software.
 2] “The Sun’s offspring (Sani) approaching towards the constellation Bhaga, afflicteth it,” says Ganguli.
bhagya? nak?atram akramya suryaputre?a pi?yate (6-3-14a)
 This also matches with the time of commencement of the war. Saturn was at the 27th degree of Capricorn. From there its 7th aspect starts from the 27th degree of Cancer and ends at the 27th degree of Leo where Purva Phalguni has just begun. The attack (Akrama) or affliction to Bhaga, the deity of Purva Phalguni had started just before the war started. Bhaga is the name of the sun when it scorches everyone alike without giving respite. So the collusion between the father and the son (Sun and Saturn) was expected to give terrible results. This is also an astrological feature that cannot be located in any astronomy simulator.
 3] Following Mars and Saturn, Vyasa started narrating the position of Venus. Venus, also known as Shyama graha [see Ch. 4, Varahamihira, Brihat Jataka: II-4] is noted by Vyasa in two locations in two verses.
sukra? pro??hapade purve samaruhya visa? pate
uttare tu parikramya sahita? pratyudik?ate
 syamo graha? prajvalita? sa dhuma? saha pavaka?
aindra? tejasvi nak?atra? jye??ham akramya ti??hati (6-3-14b and 15)
 Taking up the 2nd verse, it says that Venus was in the company of Mars in Jye?tha. This was so at the time of the comet-hit – and both were seen with red-crest after sunset at that time. The term “Dhuma saha Pavaka” means “with the shining Dhuma”. Dhuma is a reference to Mars, known by its Upagraha by that name as per astrology. This combination (Venus and Mars) is not auspicious.
 Before stating this inauspicious position of Venus, Vyasa recalled an earlier time (purve) when Venus was retrograde in the Proshthapada stars. The first line states, ‘earlier the planet Venus ascended from Purva Bhadrapada star’. In the second line it is said, ‘(ascended to) Uttara Bhadrapada star. But it did a turn-around to join that (Purva Bhadrapada) again’ which means Venus had gone back to Purva Bhadrapada by retrogression.
 Overall the two verses talk about Venus, which in an earlier time made a turnaround from Uttara Bhadrapada to Purva Bhadrapada, after ascending from the latter, had joined the burning Dhuma Graha (Mars) and afflicted (by occupation) Jye?tha ruled by Indra. Two different locations, each portending something bad was narrated by him, of which the second location was as on the comet-hit date and continued on the first day of the war.
 The three stars mentioned here are noted for certain auspicious or cruel nature. Uttara Bhadrapada is auspicious for coronation, kings and permanency. Purva Bhadrapada is suited for deceit, setting fire and imprisonment. [B.V. Raman, “Muhurtha”, pp.23-24] Jye?tha is known as a ‘krura’ (cruel) star. [Yajur Vedanga Jyothisha: V 36] Venus, an auspicious planet for prosperity, if it turns around Uttara Bhadrapada to reach Purva Bhadrapada, foretells imprisonment and troubles for the king. Having done such a turn-around earlier, Venus reached the cruel Jye?tha to join the burning planet, Mars, when terrible events were witnessed on Pushya day - the day Duryodhana ordered his troops to move. This movement of Venus didn’t bode well for the ruling king.
 So, these two verses on Venus were mere re-callings of its inauspicious transits in the past, the last of which occurred on the day Duryodhana planned to move his army. Perhaps Vyasa wanted to remind the king of the ominous transits in the past, as the planet continued to remain in Jye?tha, lorded by Indra at the time of war. Of the two verses on Venus, the second one on the position of Venus in Jye?tha at the time of the war is an essential condition to be fulfilled in any software. (After this, Vyasa stated the reverse movement of Dhruva star (Part 14) and the Parusha Graha’s (Saturn’s) affliction (Part 13).
 4] The next verse is a reference to the position of Mars at the time of the commencement of the war.     
vakranuvakra? k?tva ca srava?e pavakaprabha?
brahmarasi? samav?tya lohita?go vyavasthita? (6-3-17)
 ‘Pavakaprabha?’ and ‘lohita’ refer to Mars. It went ‘vakranuvakra?’- meaning going vakra again and again – which is impossible, and therefore it must refer to retrogression (once) and its cruel aspect (the second time). The verse also gives its location at Brahmarasi, a reference to the star Abhijit. In earlier times, when Abhijit was part of the zodiac, it spread from the last 3 degrees of Sagittarius to the first 10 degree of Capricorn. [See Part 13] At the time of the start of the war, Mars was at the 6th degree of Capricorn where Abhijit was present earlier.
 Now coming to ‘vakranuvakra?’, the last time Mars was in retrogression it cast its 7th aspect on Shravana in Capricorn from its location in Cancer. It was at the start of Uttarayana in the same year Krodhi. Now towards the end of the year (the year ended with the start of the next Uttarayana), Mars had reached Capricorn and was afflicting Shravana that was next to the star it was transiting. A planet afflicts the previous and the next star from the star of its location. This aspect is recognized as vakra which means cruel. This observation is also astrological.
 5] After narrating a series of non-astronomical nimittas following the above verse that included the two planets rising with red crest (Part 14: Venus and Mars at time of comet-hit) and the dim appearance of the Saptarishi stars, Vyasa continued to tell a planetary combination as follows:
sa?vatsarasthayinau ca grahau prajvalitav ubhau
visakhayo? samipasthau b?haspatisanaiscarau (6-3-25)
 The two blazing planets, viz., Vrihaspati and Sani, having approached the constellation called Vishakha, have become stationary there for a whole year [Ganguli translation for above verse]. But this verse has two components – one is about the position of two planets at the beginning of Samvatsara and the other is about two planets afflicting Vishakha.
 The translation seems faulty considering the word “sa?vatsarasthayinau” referring to Samvatsara, the first year of the Yuga, left out in the translation. Krodhi was the first year then, known as ‘Samvatsara’. Vyasa was referring to the two planets (Jupiter and Saturn) staying in their own houses at the time of the beginning of the Samvatsara (Uttarayana day in Krodhi), Jupiter in its own house of Pisces and Saturn in its own house of Capricorn. Vyasa could recall this since it is a practice to make year-long predictions from the planetary combinations of first day of the year (same as how it is being done now at the time of solar ingress in Aries, the beginning of the year).
 At that time, both Jupiter and Saturn were well fortified by occupying their own houses. But alas, two grahas cast their malefic aspect on Vishakha, identified with Lord Kartikeya, the celestial Commander- in-chief. Any affliction to it was keenly watched as an omen indicating success or defeat in a war. One can find this in the list of omens by Rama to Lakshmana before the start of the war with Ravana. [Valmiki Ramayana: 6-4-51]
 The two grahas were Saturn casting its 10th aspect on Vishakha and Mars casting its 4th aspect on Vishakha from Cancer. This foretells destruction due to war. This is purely an astrological concept and cannot be simulated in astronomy software.
 6] The next verse refers Krittikasu graha –i.e. the sun becoming obscure in Tivro nakshatra (Jye?tha) after the comet-hit (see Part 13). This was followed by a verse on Mercury travelling through all the stars that it traversed earlier, causing great fear:
tri?u purve?u sarve?u nak?atre?u visa? pate
budha? sa?patate ‘bhik??a? janayan sumahad bhayam (6-3-27)
 The verse states that Mercury hurriedly (trishu) went through the stars it travelled earlier, by which retrogression is meant. ‘Abhik??a’ means ‘repeated’ and ‘sampata’ means collision. Retrogression of Mercury started on 8th August 3136 BCE in the star Anuradha in Scorpio when the sun was in Libra (Aswayuja month). It crossed the sun on 20th August and ended retrogression quickly on 28th August, four days before the comet-fall. Within 20 days Mercury quickly moved backward from Scorpio to Libra, from Anuradha to Vishakha through which it traveled earlier. This was seen as a bad omen by Vyasa.
 This verse also is about the comet-hit time. Following these two (Krittikasu and Mercury), the rest of the version is only about that period when Amawasya appeared in Trayodasi. The overall assessment shows that the comet-hit and the subsequent disturbance all around had caused all round fear.
 Four out of six planetary positions (1, 2, 3, 4) given by Vyasa in his conversation match well with the planetary combinations seen on the first day of the war. Of this the 3rd point about Venus had additional information of the retrograde transit of Venus at an earlier time. Point 5 is similar to Pancanga based prediction referring to the position at the beginning of the year (Uttarayana of Samvatsara). Point 6 is about Mercury at the time of the comet-hit. With all these we have corroborated all the planetary nimittas.
 
There is yet another planetary reference found in Gita Press edition.
 7] It says that the sun and the moon together afflicted Rohini.
Rohini pidayatyevamubhau ca shasi bhaskarau (6-3-17)
 The moon (Shashi) and the sun (Bhaskara) together afflicted Rohini. This combination is found on the first day of the war. This is an astrological feature seen in horary astrology at the time of an event – here the war (Yuddha Prasna). At the beginning of the war, the Moon was transiting Rohini – Rohini being a star symbolizing the wellbeing of the people, due to ownership by Prajapati. (Even in normal times, the moon’s transit across Rohini – whether it goes north or south or right cross Rohini - is watched to predict the nature of events for the king and his subjects). The other major luminary, the sun, was also casting its quadrant angle on Rohini on the first day of the war.
 In horary astrology for instant predictions, a planet’s trinal (5th and 9th house) and quadrant (1st, 4th, 7th and 10th) aspects are observed. Of them the 1st and 4th are 100% strong. They are secretly hostile and unfavorable. [Dr. B.V. Raman, Prasna Tantra (Horary astrology), p.196] The sun was casting unfavorable 4th aspect on Rohini on the 1st day of the war. The sun was at zero degree Capricorn on the first day. Its orb starts from 15 degrees as per horary astrology. Rohini starts from the 11th degree of Taurus by which Rohini comes within the orb of the quadrant aspect of the sun. This is purely astrological and cannot be simulated in any astronomy simulator.
 There is another planetary position given on the 17th day of the war. This appears in the version of Sanjaya. I am adding it as the 8th feature here.
 8] At the time of fall of Karna, “The planet Jupiter, afflicting the constellation Rohini assumed the hue of the moon or the sun.” [Mbh: 8-8-94]
b?haspati rohi?i? sa?prapi?ya; babhuva candrarkasamanavar?a? (8-68-49)
 Karna fell on the 17th day (9th November, 3136 BCE) by which time Jupiter resumed its forward motion in Krittika at Taurus 1° 26’. Rohini starts at Taurus 10°. Jupiter’s orb extends till 9° by which it was able to do “sa?prapi?ya” of Rohini – ‘set out to afflict’. This is also an astrological feature that cannot be simulated in any astronomy software.
 
