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Film of a man with Anterograde Amnesia: 
Christopher Nolan’s Classic Film, “Memento.”
“Memento,” presents a story about a man, Leonard, who is living with anterograde amnesia due to his hippocampus being severely damaged by a violent assault during a drug bust.  However, from our protagonist’s perspective, the far worse tragedy that resulted from this incident was the rape and murder of his wife.  Now Leonard is manically driven to get revenge against the man responsible for his wife’s death IF he can determine who it was. .  However, as our protagonist is no longer able to form new memories, would it not appear to be an insurmountable challenge for him to gather the clues necessary to achieve his goal? 

Though Leonard is given many of the memory challenges that a person with his type of amnesia would have, the director, Chris Nolan takes artistic license in giving Leonard more capabilities than he or any person living with anterograde amnesia should have.  This is a brilliant film but forces viewers to work to follow the story-line and determine what conclusions made by Leonard are and are not accurate.  
Discussion Questions:

1. Describe the various strategies used by Leonard in an attempt to compensate for his own inability to record memories. 

2. In what ways could these methods of ‘clue gathering’ mislead him and why?

3. What actions and behaviors is Leonard able to do that normally would be beyond the capabilities of a person with anterograde amnesia and why?
4. In contrast, which of Leonard’s behaviors provide a fairly accurate representation of the memory challenges a person with anterograde amnesia would face and why?

5. Summarize the firsthand perspective Leonard provides of what living with anterograde amnesia is like, as provided during the black and white scenes interspersed throughout the film.

6. How and why did people take advantage of Leonard’s “condition” and why was this relatively easy to do?
7. What is your perspective of the other major characters in this film?

