Social Network Profile Matching Engine

1 Introduction 

Since its creation, the web was not only used to read information, make business, connect pages but also it was meant to be a social tool for users. Nowadays, social net- working has become an important part of the online activities for web users. Social sites gain popularity due to the diverse services available ranging from collaborative tagging (e.g., Flicker), to social bookmarking (e.g., del.icio.us), to blogging sites (e.g., Livejournal, Deadjournal), and particularly to the famous social networking sites (e.g., MySpace, Facebook, Hi5) where a nonstop growing number of active users are using those platforms.

Social networks offer to web users new interesting means and ways to connect, communicate, and share information with other members within their platforms. However, most of those sites prohibit the exchange of information and communication with other social networks such as sharing pictures, tags, and comments between friends. Consequently, ”People are getting sick of registering and re-declaring their friends on every site”. This leads to unwanted information duplication, an increased spent time to refill the same information and maintain it updated on each social network profile. In other words, social networks are functioning as ”Data Isolated Islands”.

2 Problem statement
The aim of this project is to build a tool that allows users to visualize and download FOAF profiles from the web and/or stored on your local disk(s)….. To help you conduct this work, we provide you here the following steps:

Step 1: Learning FOAF

Explore the current Social Network profile representation formats. One of them is called FOAF (http://www.foaf-project.org/). 

Step 2: Downloading SN profiles

Build a tool that allows you to visualize and download FOAF profiles within one social network. Be aware that some social networks don’t allow to download FOAF profiles. Examples of social networks from where you can get FOAF profiles: Livejournal (http://www.livejournal.com/), Advogato (http://www.advogato.org/), Deadjournal (http://thedeadjournal.blogspot.com/), etc. You can visualize the set of profiles as a graph where each profile is a graph node.

Step 3: Visualizing links between profiles

Extend your tool so as to allow to visualize and download FOAF profiles belonging to one given user with his/her friends. It is important to visualize here the types of links between profiles (see also, knows, colleague, living with, working with, etc.).

Step 4: Visualizing same entities in SN

Each social network offers particular services that target a well defined community in the real world. This is one of the main reasons that pushes users to create several social network accounts on various sites. As a matter of fact, since it is common for one user to have many social network accounts and for the aim of an ultimate communication between sites, it is necessary to try identifying profiles that refers to the same physical person. The objective here is to identify different instances of the same entity coming from the same or different data sources. Thus, extend your tool so to visualize those same nodes when displaying a set of profiles.
