From 2011-07-25
Jim:
My friend John Benedict had been the metrication man at Chrysler (and also the leading "metricator" at SAE). He gave me a box of slides that Chrysler used in the training classes. I may still have them somewhere and will search for them if you are interested.

Not too long ago I discarded, among others, the General Electric Co. (metric) standards manual, a binder of almost 8 kg of paper. (In case someone cares, it went for recycling). But I still keep the General Motors Engineering Standards manual. Not only is it smaller, only 5.5 kg, but it is also beautifully printed, both in text and pictures, and on expensive paper. The last entry dates March 1991. (GM was mailing updates). Later entries were, I presume, electronic only.

Those little booklets you mentioned and various metrication guides were popping up all over the country in the 1970s/80s. It made me sick seeing that waste of time and paper – rewrites of the same material. Most other countries issued just one guide and were done with it. And we are still not metric. Aside from the waste of time, effort and paper, the documents had little stupid differences that fueled the anti-metric barrage.

Stan Jakuba
PS: The USMA hdqrts used to be a convenient place for the old metric material. I doubt Valerie has much room left, and may not want more anyway after the Northridge earthquake experience.

