This is about your stylebooks. I feel they are hindering the use of metric units and prefixes thereby promulgating incorrect usage among all sectors of the U.S., including media and education. The stylebooks’ miss-guidance is copied in textbooks ill-preparing our children and students for exchanging data and information in the mostly metric world. There is a plethora of guides available in this country, such as from NIST and ASTM. They all specify also the correct usage of symbols, such as “km/h” instead of “kph.”  To make it easier for you, I am copying here the digest of the rules for writing metric symbols and numerical values.
Speaking of symbols, I have lived and worked in several countries where I did not speak the language, nor write the alphabet. But I could follow some of the text due to the common usage of symbols in data, such as the mentioned “km/h,” rather than spelled-out units. Let’s extend the same courtesy to people coming on business to this country. Besides, using international, established symbols like the metric ones, allows for quicker reading, saves space and, in the U.S., helps educate our citizens for easier working abroad. 
In 1988 the U.S. Congress declared the metric system to be the preferred system of measurement in the U.S. Please discourage converting data to obsolete units. Help the general population learn the metric system, and one way to do that is to not provide the alternatives. Congress’ declaration requires us all to help adopt the system.

AP should encourage publishing data in the original metric units from metric sources. This will make Americans more educated, with a broader perception of the world outside our boarders. Americans are perceived among foreigners as provincial, unable to communicate in the system everybody else in the world knows. American journalists, committees members, businessmen, tourists, etc. are seen as less educated than their counterparts when it comes to matters outside of the American culture and measuring system. I see the stylebook allowing “psi” over “pounds per square inch” or “25” alongside “twenty five.” Thus let’s not disallow units symbols, most of which existed for centuries and are well known in every country of the world. Let’s promote international symbols. Place preference for symbols in most circumstance and list exceptions. Not the other way around.
AP can help by having metric units and prefixes presented correctly in publications at all levels. Please consider the above suggestions for dealing with this topic in your stylebooks.
