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Roll Call:

Ed Hafner

Leah Hole-Curry  

Marcallee Jackson 

Stanley Nachimson 
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Sue Ryder

Jerry Tappendorf  

Larry Wadkins

Kepa Zubeldia

Continuation of Discussion of Item from Issues Database:
The team has been asked to offer guidance on the issue, “Can a health care plan require its partners to test with a third party testing/certification organization?”  The team agreed that in the HIPAA regulations, there is nothing to prevent a plan to require testing or even require a particular third party vendor. 

Much of the discussion centered on the payment arrangements and the question “When the plan insists on a third party, should the plan pick up the third party testing expenses?”  Opinions varied greatly and the team settled that arguments could be made either way, but each situation needs to be looked at on a case-by-case basis.   

For the next call, the team will work through “reasonableness guidelines” regarding this issue.  For example, one team member suggested that if a plan had a third party testing policy with a particular vendor, it should reduce testing requirements with the provider’s evidence of testing with another credible third party or confirmation of live production with several payers.  

Survey #2:

The results of Survey #1 are currently available off the WEDi SNIP site along with Survey #2.    We have received a number of completed surveys and have begun collecting them in a database.  

On the next call, we will be reviewing the initial results that promises to be interesting including:

· How is the current HIPAA implementation progress compared with the last survey?

· Are there differences in the implementation across national regions?

· What are the most common obstacles of obtaining HIPAA compliance?

· Are organizations relaxing the Types 1-7 edits in production?

· How are organizations communicating errors?

· What are typical times associated with internal and external testing?

· Are organizations requiring testing/certification?

· Are organizations reducing testing requirements if testing/certification is conducted?

To date, we have approximately 100 survey responses.  If you have not done so already, please visit the WEDi SNIP site and complete Survey #2.  The more responses will provide more accurate findings to these important questions.  Please help make a difference.

To encourage more participation, Sue Ryder will follow-up with Ann Marie Railing of the Regional SNIPs and Larry Wadkins will contact provider organization such as AHA.

Next Meeting: will be held July 31 at 11:30 a.m. eastern time. Call-in number for the meeting is +1.703.736.7290 pin 1315339.

Please join us and help make a difference.  The next meeting promises to be lively and hopefully informative.

Agenda:

Setting reasonableness guidelines regarding payers insistence on third party testing/certification

Review initial Survey #2 results

Review Brandi Wyatt’s white paper 

Minutes:            Ed Hafner

